Introduction
The anaesthetic gases and vapours in routine use have undesirable side-effects on both patients and medical and nursing staff and are a source of pollution of the environment.1-6 The search continues, therefore, for a gas that meets all the requirements for an anaesthetic agent but has none of these disadvantages. Xenon offers many advantages over routinely used gases.7 It is non-explosive; probably does not undergo biotransformation; is non-toxic; and offers rapid induction of and recovery from anaesthesia. [8] [9] [10] [11] In experimental studies we have measured tooth-pulp evoked potentials to evaluate pain12,13 and confirmed that the analgesic efficacy of xenon is superior to that of nitrous oxide at the same concentration (70%);14 xenon had no effect on systemic haemodynamics or local organ perfusion15 as measured by means of radionuclidelabelled microspheres. 16, 17 The 
